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was skilled in physic, logic, astronomy, mathematics, and
medicine, never neglected his religious duties, and ab-
sra;r.ed from all vices forbidden in the Koran. None
the less was he wholly devoid of the divine quality of
mercy, though distinguished for bravery and gallantry
in the neld.
In 1327 the Mughals subdued ?.Iultan and the surround-
ir.jr country, and Muhammad Tughlak bought them oft as
they marched towards Delhi, and then proceeded to re-
duce the Dekhan. which was ever in revolt, to obedience,
a::d to conquer the Carnatic, and to engage in mad
schemes for the conquest of Persia, Xipa], and China.
To provide funds for his extravagant projects he increased
taxation, tampered with the coinage, repudiated his debts,
and became involved in inextricable confusion. So little
was he affected by the misery he had caused, that he
ordered the wholesale removal of all the inhabitants of
Delhi to Deogiri or Daulatlbad. Twice he enforced this
inhuman order, and on one occasion he called out his
army to hunt the miserable peasants, who, owing to his
exactions, had ceased to cultivate the fertile land between
the Ganges and the Jumna. The Viceroy of the Punjab
now rebelled, but was taken and slain ; the king's nephew
in Malwa raised the standard of revolt; Bengal and the
Carnatic revolted, and were lost to the empire, and the
Afghans andtheGhakkars ravaged the north-west frontier.
The Hindu Rajas of the Telingana and the Carnatic
seized the opportunity to recover their independence in
1344, and to establish themselves respectively at Warangal
and at Vijayanagar, the desolate ruins of which on the
solitary banks of the Tungabadra give mournful evidence
of its former greatness. From this date forward till the
end of the sixteenth century, however, the kingdom of
Vijdyaganar held its own against the Muhammadans in
the Dekhan.